
BRIEF OVERVIEW OF THE 
WA SECURE DRUG TAKE-BACK ACT OF 2018
RCW 69.48 / ESHB 1047 sponsored by Representative Strom Peterson (WA-21st).  

A statewide drug take-back program for prescription and over-the-counter medicines must be financed and 
coordinated by pharmaceutical manufacturers selling medicines into Washington State.   
DĞĚŝĐŝŶĞ�ŵĂŶƵĨĂĐƚƵƌĞƌƐ�ŵƵƐƚ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ�ƚŽ�ŵĞĞƚ�ƚŚĞ�ůĂǁ͛Ɛ�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞŵĞŶƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƚĂŶĚĂƌĚƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƐƵďŵŝƚ�Ă�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ�ƉůĂŶ�ƚŽ�
t���ĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�,ĞĂůƚŚ�;�K,Ϳ�ĨŽƌ�ƌĞǀŝĞǁ͘ 

DĂŶƵĨĂĐƚƵƌĞƌƐ� ĂƌĞ� ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐŝďůĞ� ĨŽƌ� ĐŽƐƚƐ� ŽĨ� ĚƌŽƉ� ďŽǆĞƐ͕� ĐŽůůĞĐƟŽŶ� ƐƵƉƉůŝĞƐ͕� ƉƌĞƉĂŝĚ� ŵĂŝůĞƌƐ͕� ĐŽůůĞĐƟŽŶ� ĞǀĞŶƚƐ͕� ƚƌĂŶƐƉŽƌƚĂƟŽŶ͕�
ĚŝƐƉŽƐĂů͕�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌŽŵŽƟŽŶ͘��DŽƐƚ�ŽĨ��t���K,͛Ɛ�ŽǀĞƌƐŝŐŚƚ�ĐŽƐƚƐ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�ƌĞĐŽǀĞƌĞĚ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�Ă�ĨĞĞ�ŽŶ�ĂƉƉƌŽǀĞĚ�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ;ƐͿ͘ 
 

WA Department of Health (DOH) will review the manufacturer’s program plan, and oversee the approved drug 
take-back program for security, safety, and compliance.  

 

The pharmaceutical manufacturers’ drug take-back program must: 
· Take-back prescription and over-the-counter medicines used in the hoŵĞ͕� ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ� ůĞŐĂůůǇ� ƉƌĞƐĐƌŝďĞĚ�

ĐŽŶƚƌŽůůĞĚ�ƐƵďƐƚĂŶĐĞƐ�ƐƵĐŚ�ĂƐ�KǆǇ�ŽŶƟŶ͕�sŝĐŽĚŝŶ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƐƟŵƵůĂŶƚƐ͘� 
· Provide secure medicine drop boxes at pharmacies and police stations across the state.   

�ŶǇ�ƋƵĂůŝĮĞĚ�ƉŚĂƌŵĂĐǇ͕�ŚŽƐƉŝƚĂů͕�ĐůŝŶŝĐ͕�Žƌ�ƉŽůŝĐĞ�ƐƚĂƟŽŶ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǀŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌƐ�ƚŽ�ŚŽƐƚ�Ă�ƐĞĐƵƌĞ�ĚƌŽƉ�ďŽǆ�ŵƵƐƚ�ďĞ� ŝŶĐůƵĚĞĚ�ŝŶ�
ƚŚĞ�ŵĂŶƵĨĂĐƚƵƌĞƌƐ͛�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ͘���ůů�ĐŽůůĞĐƚŽƌƐ�ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƚĞ�ǀŽůƵŶƚĂƌŝůǇ͘�� 
dŚĞƌĞ�ŵƵƐƚ�ďĞ�Ăƚ�ůĞĂƐƚ�ϭ�ĐŽůůĞĐƟŽŶ�ƐŝƚĞ�ŝŶ�ĞǀĞƌǇ�ĐŝƚǇͬƚŽǁŶ͛Ɛ�ƉŽƉƵůĂƟŽŶ�ĂƌĞĂ͕�ĚĞĮŶĞĚ�ĂƐ�ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ�Ă�ϭϬ-ŵŝůĞ�ƌĂĚŝƵƐ�ĂƌŽƵŶĚ�
ĞĂĐŚ�ĐŝƚǇ�Žƌ�ƚŽǁŶ͕�ƉůƵƐ�ϭ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ĐŽůůĞĐƟŽŶ�ƐŝƚĞ�ĨŽƌ�ĞǀĞƌǇ�ϱϬ͕ϬϬϬ�ƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚƐ͘� 

&Žƌ�ŝƐůĂŶĚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƵŶŝŶĐŽƌƉŽƌĂƚĞĚ�ĂƌĞĂƐ�ŽƵƚƐŝĚĞ�ƉŽƉƵůĂƟŽŶ�ĂƌĞĂƐ͕�Ă�ĚƌŽƉ�ďŽǆ�ŵƵƐƚ�ďĞ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĚ�Ăƚ�ĞǀĞƌǇ�ƋƵĂůŝĮĞĚ�ĐŽůůĞĐƚŽƌ�
ŽƉĞŶ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƵďůŝĐ͕�ƵŶůĞƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽůůĞĐƚŽƌ�ŝƐ�ƵŶǁŝůůŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƚĞ͘ 

/Ĩ�ĂŶǇ�ĂƌĞĂƐ�ĂƌĞ�ƵŶĚĞƌƐĞƌǀĞĚ�ďǇ�ĐŽůůĞĐƟŽŶ�ƐŝƚĞƐ͕�ĂƐ�ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞĚ�ďǇ�t���K,�ĂŶĚ�ůŽĐĂů�ŚĞĂůƚŚ�ĂŐĞŶĐŝĞƐ͕�ŵĂŝůĞƌ�ĚŝƐƚƌŝďƵƟŽŶ�
ůŽĐĂƟŽŶƐ�Žƌ�ƉĞƌŝŽĚŝĐ�ĐŽůůĞĐƟŽŶ�ĞǀĞŶƚƐ�ŵƵƐƚ�ďĞ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚƐ͘ 

· Provide prepaid return mailers on request ƚŽ�ĂŶǇ�ƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŽ�ĂŶǇ�ƌĞƚĂŝů�ƉŚĂƌŵĂĐǇ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŽīĞƌƐ�ƚŽ�ĚŝƐƚƌŝďƵƚĞ�ŵĂŝůĞƌƐ͘� 
· Handle collected medicines securely ĂĐĐŽƌĚŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ����͛Ɛ�ƌĞŐƵůĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ĨĞĚĞƌĂů�ĂŶĚ�ƐƚĂƚĞ�ůĂǁƐ͘ 
· Ensure environmentally sound disposal ŽĨ�ĐŽůůĞĐƚĞĚ�ŵĞĚŝĐŝŶĞƐ�Ăƚ�ƉƌŽƉĞƌůǇ�ƉĞƌŵŝƩĞĚ�ĚŝƐƉŽƐĂů�ĨĂĐŝůŝƟĞƐ͘ 
· Conduct public education and outreach ĂďŽƵƚ� ƐĂĨĞ� ŵĞĚŝĐŝŶĞ� ƐƚŽƌĂŐĞ� ĂŶĚ� ƵƐŝŶŐ� ƚŚĞ� ĚƌƵŐ� ƚĂŬĞ-ďĂĐŬ� ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ͘� � t��

�K,�ǁŝůů�ĐŽŶĚƵĐƚ�ƉĞƌŝŽĚŝĐ�ƉƵďůŝĐ�ĂǁĂƌĞŶĞƐƐ�ƐƵƌǀĞǇƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĐĂŶ�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞ�ĐŚĂŶŐĞƐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂŶƵĨĂĐƚƵƌĞƌƐ͛�ƉƌŽŵŽƟŽŶ�ĂĐƟǀŝƟĞƐ�ďĂƐĞĚ�
ŽŶ�ƐƵƌǀĞǇ�ƌĞƐƵůƚƐ͘ 

 

Local Secure Medicine Return ordinances remain in effect until 12 months after the statewide drug take-back 
program begins operations.  
dŚĞ�ƐƚĂƚĞ�ůĂǁ͛Ɛ�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞŵĞŶƚƐ�ĂƌĞ�ǀĞƌǇ�ƐŝŵŝůĂƌ�ƚŽ�ůŽĐĂů�ŽƌĚŝŶĂŶĐĞƐ�ĞŶĂĐƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƐĞǀĞŶ�t��ĐŽƵŶƟĞƐ͗��ůĂůůĂŵ͕�<ŝŶŐ͕�<ŝƚƐĂƉ͕�WŝĞƌĐĞ͕�

^ŬĂŐŝƚ͕�^ŶŽŚŽŵŝƐŚ͕�ĂŶĚ�tŚĂƚĐŽŵ͘��dŚĞƐĞ�ůŽĐĂů�ĚƌƵŐ�ƚĂŬĞ-ďĂĐŬ�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ�ĐĂŶ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ�ƵŶƟů�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚĂƚĞ�ůĂǁ�ŝƐ�ĨƵůůǇ�ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚĞĚ͕�
ƚŚĞŶ�ƚŚĞ�ůŽĐĂů�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�ŝŶĐŽƌƉŽƌĂƚĞĚ�ŝŶƚŽ�Ă�ĐŽŶƐŝƐƚĞŶƚ�ƐƚĂƚĞǁŝĚĞ�ĚƌƵŐ�ƚĂŬĞ-ďĂĐŬ�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ͘ 

 

Implementation Timing: 

:ƵŶĞ�ϳ͕�ϮϬϭϴ�—�^ĞĐƵƌĞ��ƌƵŐ�dĂŬĞ-�ĂĐŬ��Đƚ�ƚĂŬĞƐ�ĞīĞĐƚ͘ 

:ƵůǇ�ϭ͕�ϮϬϭϵ�—��ĞĂĚůŝŶĞ�ĨŽƌ�ĚƌƵŐ�ŵĂŶƵĨĂĐƚƵƌĞƌƐ�ƚŽ�ƐƵďŵŝƚ�Ă�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ�ƉůĂŶ�ƚŽ�t���K,͘���K,�ǁŝůů�ƌĞǀŝĞǁ�ƚŚĞ�ƉůĂŶ�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�Ă�ϰ-ŵŽŶƚŚ�
ƟŵĞ�ƉĞƌŝŽĚ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŚŽůĚ�Ă�ƉƵďůŝĐ�ĐŽŵŵĞŶƚ�ƉĞƌŝŽĚ͘� 

�Ɖƌŝů�Ϯϲ͕�ϮϬϮϬ�–��ĂƌůŝĞƐƚ�ƉŽƚĞŶƟĂů�ƐƚĂƌƚ�ĚĂƚĞ�ĨŽƌ�ƐƚĂƚĞǁŝĚĞ�ĚƌƵŐ�ƚĂŬĞ-ďĂĐŬ�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ͘�dŚĞ�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ͛Ɛ�ůĂƵŶĐŚ�ĚĂƚĞ�ǁŝůů�ĚĞƉĞŶĚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�
ůĞŶŐƚŚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉůĂŶ�ƌĞǀŝĞǁ�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ�ĂŶĚ�ǁŚĞƚŚĞƌ�ŵĂŶƵĨĂĐƚƵƌĞƌƐ�ŵƵƐƚ�ƌĞǀŝƐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŵƉƌŽǀĞ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ�ƉůĂŶ͘ 

 

&Žƌ�ŵŽƌĞ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�t��^ĞĐƵƌĞ��ƌƵŐ�dĂŬĞ-�ĂĐŬ��Đƚ�ĂŶĚ�ůŽĐĂů�^ĞĐƵƌĞ�DĞĚŝĐŝŶĞ�ZĞƚƵƌŶ�ŽƌĚŝŶĂŶĐĞƐ͕�ƐĞĞ�
ǁǁǁ͘ĐĞŚƐƚƌĂƚĞŐŝĞƐ͘ĐŽŵͬǁĂ-ĚƌƵŐ-ƚĂŬĞ-ďĂĐŬ-ůĂǁƐ͘ 

 


